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hunters can kill 270,000 harp seals this
spring, despite environmentalists’
protests that thousands of pups too
young to swim have fallen through ice
thinned by global warming, jeopardis-
ing the stability of the population.

Once the sealers do bring their haul
in they will sell the pelts for around $50
each, a significant drop from last year’s
price of $105. Though they try to remain
optimistic, they are concerned that eco-
nomics rather than climate change
could end the centuries-old practice.

“It would be the same as you losing
your job.What would you do if they don’t
print no papers any more? I have three
kids as well,” said Wilf Alyward. “When I
come in with some seals they are glad to
see it. I have two boys and a girl. They are
at the age when they can help out a lot.
They go out [sealing] sometimes.”

Between the animal rights activists
who have campaigned all these years to
stop the sealing and the limited mar-
ketability of the seals themselves it is a
difficult time. It’s more of a problem when
mother nature doesn’t co-operate.

WORLD Bank president Paul Wolfowitz
and his bank-employed girlfriend will
appear before a special panel tomorrow
to discuss a promotion and raise he
arranged for her that has sparked calls
for his resignation.

“He will be appearing on Monday
morning and making a full presentation
to the committee, showing them that
there is absolutely no merit at all in the
allegation that there was a conflict of
interest,” said Wolfowitz’s lawyer, Robert
Bennett.

Bennett will be present but will not
be allowed to address the committee,
which was appointed by the World
Bank’s board of shareholder nations last
week to look into whether Wolfowitz
breached ethical or other rules by
approving a promotion for his girl-
friend, Shaha Riza.

Bennett said he was notified by
Victoria Toensing, a lawyer for Riza, that
her client would also address the com-
mittee. Toensing could not be reached
for comment.

Wolfowitz has faced increased pres-
sure to step down as the controversy
over the promotion reached fever pitch
at the bank, where some staff have

openly voiced deep concern that the
issue has undermined their work in
eradicating poverty.

The former Pentagon number two
and Iraq war architect has apologised
for how he handled the promotion. He
has said he was new to the job and
acted on the advice of a board ethics
committee to deal with the issue in a
“practical way”.

The issue has been a lightning rod for
broader unhappiness over Wolfowitz’s
appointment to the bank in 2005 and
his management style. Many longtime
World Bank employees accuse him of
relying heavily on the advice of a coterie
of aides he brought with him from the
Pentagon and White House.

Earlier last week, Wolfowitz com-
plained he was being treated “shabbily
and unfairly without regard to appro-
priate process” when the committee
refused to allow Bennett to address its
members, and he asked for more time
when the panel gave him less than 24
hours’ notice to appear.

“We have finally gotten them to give us
Monday, which isn’t much time, but
we’re going to go in and show there is
absolutely no merit to this,” Bennett said.

It remains unclear what steps the
special committee might take over
Wolfowitz’s fate, because of the
unprecedented nature of the issue.

E
NVIRONMENTAL conditions
have done what no animal rights
activists cou ld manage in
decades – put a virtual stop to

Canada’s annual seal hunt.
The Canadian government’s Depart-

ment of Fisheries and Oceans, which
oversees what they call a sustainable
and humane industry, signalled the
start of the harvest on April 3. But the
arrival of large masses of ice drifting
southward from the Arctic Sea into the
north Atlantic has wreaked havoc on
this controversial industry.

More than 20 vessels remain trapped
in the ice, including a 30-footer skip-
pered by Alvohn Pilgrim of Griquet,
Newfoundland. He is accompanied by
a crew of six, among them his son Tim.
According to Canadian Coast Guard
officials, the ice conditions off the
northeast coast of Newfoundland are
some of the worst in the last 15 years.
Over 100 vessels were at one point
impacted in six-foot thick ice.

“We have been stuck here now for 18
days,” Pilgrim explained. “We are about
34 miles from Cape John, the nearest
port. I can see eight boats all within a
kilometre of us. They are all trapped too.
We can’t get out, we can’t move around. A
coastguard boat is near us but there’s so

much pressure on the ice the boats can’t
get to us and we can’t follow them out.”

The Canadian Coast Guard, which
has dispatched four ice breakers to the
area, has also been dropping groceries
to the trapped sealers via helicopters.
Pilgrim says they have a good supply of
fuel and lots of moose meat, potatoes,
cabbage and the like to sustain them for
another week or two if need be. Bore-
dom is a problem.

“We were up around 5am this morn-
ing hoping to be freed but the ice is still
tight. We are prepared to go (hunting)
until 10 o’clock at night. It’s pretty bor-
ing on the boat, we are just chatting,
looking at movies,” Pilgrim added.

The efforts of the coastguard have,
surprisingly, been widely criticised.
Opponents of the seal hunt are angry
that taxpayers’ money is being used to
help those who, they say, are blemishing
Canada’s reputation worldwide. Pilgrim
has little time for them.

“We pay our taxes like any other peo-
ple,” he declared. “The coastguard are
going out every day anyway. We are
making part of our income from this.”

Amazingly, just one vessel has been
destroyed by the ice although eight have
been abandoned by their crews. Many
other sealers remain at home hoping for
the ice to clear so they can set out for
the hunt.

In towns and villages along the
Newfoundland and Labrador coast

sealers rely on the hunt to sustain
their economy.

“I have been sealing about 25 years,
I suppose,” said Wilf Alyward, who
remains landlocked at home in St
Anthony on the northern peninsular of
Newfoundland. “It’s worth more than
ever to me. I don’t know where the the-
ory is on global warming. I wouldn’t
want to be close to the fella who tells
me global warming is having an effect.
We are surrounded by ice, it’s just like a
glacier. I will lose about 35% to 40% of
my income for this year.“

Once the sealers are freed, many will
have to make repairs to their boats.
Insurance premiums are so high – as
much as $35,000 (Canadian dollars,
£15,000) a year – that many sealers don’t
bother insuring their vessels at all. Those
that do, complain that the deductable is
$50,000 to $100,000 depending on the
size of their boat – if they file a claim. In
other words, they would have to pay the
deductable out of their own pockets
before receiving compensation.

Canada announced on Thursday that
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